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     Summer Reading

Honors/AP English IV

          Summer 2018
Various Authors / Twenty Contemporary Poems

And I mean various – ten men, ten women, from all sorts of cultural milieus, writing on many different aspects of life.  One thing these poems and poets have in common is that they are all favorites of mine.


The idea behind these poems is that you should read them and enjoy them.  Some more than others, of course: we’re all individuals, after all.  I hope they will spark in you some new thoughts and ideas.

Henrik Ibsen/ Hedda Gabler

The year: 1890; the country: Norway. Hedda Gabler returns from her honeymoon to a house and life she despises, with a husband for whom she has no respect. Into this unhappy home bring two men who would become her lover – one an upstanding judge, and the other a brilliant but dissolute man with a scandalous past.


Just a word of warning about Hedda. You probably won’t like her, but she’s a fascinating literary creation. She’s more complicated than you think (if the responses of earlier classes are any indicator). The actress Kate Burton called Hedda “a female Hamlet.” I’m not sure I‘d go that far, but she’s more than just a “mean girl“.


There are reasons for everything she does, (although sometimes they are dark even to her). Take the “bonnet incident”. You can take her at face value when she tells Judge Brack that she doesn’t know why she does things like that.


But for a key to understanding Hedda look closely at the nature of her relationship with Lovborg — especially in the past.  (Hint: they were never physically intimate.  What Hedda wanted from the relationship and while Lovborg wanted were too vastly different things.


Another key is when Hedda talks about people staring at her legs (or ankles, in one translation), so she refuses to get off the train.  She seems tough and in control, but in reality she's quite vulnerable.  Oh, and shouldn’t this play be called Hedda Tesman?

Thomas Hardy/ The Return of the Native
Imagine yourself being a lively, vibrant young person stuck with a bunch of hicks in an insular location where nothing ever happens.  (Sound familiar to some of you?)  What can you do to amuse yourself?  What would you do to get out?


Return of the Native is a traditional 19th century novel by one of the great English novelists, Thomas Hardy.  You’ll find that it’s kind of slow-paced for our tastes.  But stick with it.  The characters are interesting, and the situations they find themselves in are compelling.  Hardy liked to subject his characters to the vagaries of fate, and that is certainly in evidence in Return of the Native.

In Addition to Reading. . . 


1)  We’ll continue with something that has worked pretty well over the last few years – a community blog.  As you start your summer reading (and I wouldn’t be surprised if some of you take a few days off after the close of this year), you’ll no doubt find yourself either with some questions or some trenchant observations.  What to do?

Go to our class blog – “Mr. Mac’s Outside Reading Blog” at http://www.thssummerreading2018.blogspot.com/.  Post your comments.  Read and respond to what your classmates are saying.  (Bookmark this site.  We may be using it during the school year, as well.)


I expect that EVERYONE will post AT LEAST ONCE for EACH ASSIGNED WORK – that’s if you want a “C” – but hopefully a lot more.  The deadline for posting will be 6 a. m., Wednesday, August 29th.   [Note: if you have trouble posting comments, try going in through your school email.  “Blogspot” is a Google product.  The schoolmail is gmail.  (“The big boys want the playground all to themselves.”)]  If that doesn’t work, send them to me at jmacarthur@tolland.k12.ct.us, and I’ll post them for you.  (This email also works for general questions and concerns.)

Don’t forget to include your name!


2)  You will have to read and annotate the Poem Packet.  See the blogpage for an example of what I mean.

3)  You’ll also have to write a 2-3 page essay which ask you to blend materials from The Return of the Native and Hedda Gabler.   

You will be able to find suggested topics, as well as more information about the works, on the Blog.  I’m currently rethinking the nature of the essay, but you’ll have a choice of topics and a choice of approach – either the traditional “Formal Academic Essay”, or something more non-traditional.

Here’s a quick rule of thumb for writing a superior 5PE.  It’s like an iceberg: three-quarters of it is submerged.  That is to say, for as many hours as you actually spend writing the essay, you should spend three times as many in preparation.   (And that’s after you’ve done the reading.)  Really.

[Warning: be sure to cite any and all sources consulted, (other than the actual works themselves).  Avoid plagiarism like the plague!  But bear in mind that outside sources are not required.  I prefer you to engage in some independent literary analysis.]
The Essay will be due no later than 3 p. m., Friday, August 31st.    It may be turned in early at:                jmacarthur@tolland.k12.ct.us .

