             The Crucible    Arthur Miller                                          Name:___________________________
Act 1  
Pages 1-5

Did the events of this play really happen?
What’s the setting?  Place:______________    Year:_________________
Now add two years you already know:  

    Mayflower landing:_______________  

    Edwards’ “Sinners…” speech:______________

Describe Reverend Parris’s people skills (with some specificity).
How does Miller describe the town and its surroundings?  Quote a few words or phrases.
Describe a Puritan Christmas.
The residents of Salem “had a predilection for _______________________________________.”
Where could one find the Devil’s last preserve?

Pages 6-8
Who were the individualists, out for profit?

What united the Puritans and enabled them to survive New England?

“But the people of [1692] Salem were not quite ___________________________________________”
Miller identifies a paradox:  It is that unity, harmony, and organization “must be grounded on the idea of __________________________.”   Do you agree?
For Miller, the Puritans failed in creating the balance that  “has yet to be struck between ______________________   and ______________________. “

Besides being a repression, the witch hunt was an opportunity for everyone to publicly express his________________________________ under the cover of _____________________________________

So it became patriotic and holy to claim that Martha’s spirit did what?!

Whereas before you were just bickering over land, now the argument was elevated to the arena of:
Pages 8-12
What’s wrong with Betty Paris?  (symptoms)

According to Suzanna, the doctor suggests that Paris should look to into ____________________________  as a potential cause for Betty’s illness.

And how does Paris react to that suggestion?

Abigail tells her uncle that they were ________________ing but that there was no ________________________.       And Betty, it seems,  just ___________________ed.

Paris is mainly concerned about what?

“It were sport” probably means what?

Oh, yeah.  Paris also saw a _____________________    on the grass.

Paris asks about Abigail’s _______________________, and she claims it is clean.
According to Abigail, why was she fired?

Pages 13-19

Mrs. Putnam seems excited to learn how high __________________________________.

It seems that her child Ruth _________________________________________________.

Thomas Putnam “had a __________________________ nature,” and had grudges with people that usually involved _______________________________________.

Ann Putnam has suffered what hardships?

How would the existence of witchcraft help Mrs. Putnam deal with her difficult past?
What stupor-shaking medical technique has Mercy Lewis tried on Ruth?

Betty talks!  Does she ever!  

She reveals that Abigail _________________________________________________________________

Pages 20-23

Abigail has a tough side.  Explain.

Who doesn’t like hypocrites or fools?

Proctor scolds Mary Warren for _______________________________________________

This sentence is false.

As Abigail gets more and more ______________________________,                                                  Proctor’s tone changes from _________________________ to ____________________________.

--Ahh, it seems that __________________________  and __________________________ have “known” each other “in the Biblical sense.”

Abigail insists that Proctor still ___________________________________,                                                                                            but Proctor insists that _____________________________________.

Proctor grows very angry when Abigail insults ____________________________

Pages 24-29

Mrs, Putnam observes that, when the psalm was sung, Betty started __________________________ing.

Giles Corey has a smart-alec comment: “__________________________________________________”

FYI: Francis Nurse and _____________________________ have had some “land wars.”

Furthermore, the Nurse clan prevented ____________________________’s favorite candidate from becoming the town minister.

Wise ‘ol Rebecca recommendations about the “bewitched child”:

Rebecca says, “We should look to ___________________” and perhaps “blame ___________________”

She senses there is _________________________ in seeking loose spirits.

Proctor avoids church because _______________________________________________________.

Now Paris is griping about _________________________________________________________.

Pages 33-36

Not long before, Reverend Hale had investigated an alleged witch, and he concluded that _____________________________________________________

Miller says we seem to need to organize our world into __________________ and _________________

What can be used “as a political weapon”?

The Communists had their devil, which is ________________________________,   and the capitalists had their devil, which is _____________________________.

Does Miller believe in witchcraft?

“Sex, _____________________, and __________________________ were early linked.”

Because Victorians are not allowed to divorce, _________________________ developed.

Pages 37-48

Proctor zings the townsfolk by hoping that Hale will leave some _______________________ in Salem.

Rebecca Nurse is not saying much, but how does she seem to feel about Hale’s investigation?

Giles: “Hey Reverend, as long as you’re here, I have a question:                                                                                                    Is it bad that my wife is always _____________________________?

Summarize Giles Corey in a few words or phrases.

A couple signs of witchcraft: ________________________________________________________

Abigail, feeling the heat, throws ___________________________ under the bus.

Help me understand Tituba’s situation and emotional state (pages 44-45).

Putnam offers Tituba some “help” –specifically, _____________________________________________
The interrogation of Tituba is a good example of “the carrot and the stick,” or , perhaps “good cop/bad/cop.”  Use one of these concepts—or your own explanation—and help me understand the motivation behind Tituba’s “confession.”
And then the fire spreads.

Act 2   
Pages 49-55
John and Elizabeth Proctor are experiencing tension.  Any idea why?

How is each person trying to heal old wounds?

Elizabeth tells John he should go to Salem.  Why?

Elizabeth is not happy to learn that John ________________________________________

Explain John’s words: “Learn charity woman.  I have gone tiptoe in this house seven month since she is gone.”

Elizabeth suggests that John would “go to Salem” to _______________________________________  ,  but he hesitates because he does not want to ________________________________________________________.

Pages 56-62 

Mary Warren made a gift for Elizabeth while sitting next to Abigail in court .  It’s a __________________________

At this point, we learn, there have been fourteen—no, there have been _________________ people arrested, 

and that Goody Osburn was ___________________________________. 
FYI: The real Goody Osburn had legal issues with the Putnams, was a social outcast, and had not been to church in three years, due to illness.

Look over Mary Warren’s comments about Goody Osburn.  Separate probable facts from fiction.

How is Mary Warren feeling about being a part of the trials?  How has her manner with John Proctor changed?
“She wants me dead.”  Who says this about whom, and why?

Pages 63-70
Hale visits the Proctor home at evening.  Who has been “mentioned somewhat,” most recently?
Hale: “No man may longer doubt _________________________________________________________”    Comment on this statement.

How does Proctor explain his infrequent attendance at church, and the fact that only two of his kids are baptized?

Interesting that Proctor could remember all the Commandments except _________________________________.

Hale seems to imply the following:  If one does not believe in the existence of witches,                                                      then that person is likely _____________________________.

As the “existence of witches” conversation develops, Elizabeth makes a stand for integrity.  Even though it’s risky to contradict Reverend Hale, she says that ______________________________________________________________.
The authorities just took  Martha Cory to jail.  What could have given them reason to suspect her a witch?

What other (saintly) suspect have they taken in?

Pages 71-80

Who is allegedly responsible for bewitching her neighbor’s pigs?

Poppets, aka _________________s, are associated with the devil, it seems.   Especially when they are used to remotely stick a _______________________ in Abigail’s belly.

--Oh!  By the way, who saw Mary Warren stick a needle in her poppet after she was done sewing it?

The authorities come for Elizabeth.  John wants to kick some Cheever butt;  however, if he does,…

Some good lines to appreciate:
Proctor: “Is the _____________________ always holy now?”

Proctor:  “______________________ is walking Salem, and the little crazy children are _____________________________________ of the kingdom.”

Elizabeth makes the one of many self-sacrificing decisions. She…  

Remember the earlier description of Proctor: “In his presence, a ___________________ felt his _______________________ instantly.”  This trait does not always win people over.   Discuss how Hale is probably feeling, and how Proctor’s style may make his life more difficult.

Proctor tells Mary Warren that she WILL _____________________________________.

Mary cautions that “she’ll charge lechery on you,”  meaning ________________________ will reveal that Proctor ___________________________.

Proctor doesn’t care, though, and he articulates his feelings with another awesome line:  “…all our old ___________________________ is ripped away….We are what we always were, but _____________________ now….and God’s icy wind will blow!”  
Discuss Mary Warren’s internal conflict at this point in the play.

Act 3

Pages 83-105
Francis Nurse tells Judge Hathorne that he and the court have been deceived.  Judge Hathorne’s rebuttal is he has put 400 ________________________    and 72 _____________________________.    Is Hathorne’s argument sound? ___

Paris and Hathorne are also making the following error in reasoning:   A paper with 91 names testifying to the good character of Rebecca Nurse and Martha Corey is seen as “a clear __________________________________________”

Who is pregnant, and will thus be saved from hanging (for a year)?

According to Proctor, ______________________________ will never lie.  And it’s true, she hasn’t.  Yet.
Back to over-simplified thinking: 
Danforth first asserts that “a person is either _____________________ this court or __________________ it”         Then, “This is a a precise time.”   No longer does “_________________ mix itself with __________________ and befuddle the world.”
Comment on these statements.

Giles claims that someone told him Putnam admitted to taking advantage of arrested witches.  Putnam planned to do what?

Giles is then arrested for contempt of court because he refuses to do what?

What is Hale probably thinking at this point in the play?

And still more troubling logic: Danforth says that, because of the nature of witchcraft, the only reliable witness is whom?                                                

 Proctor reveals even more flawed logic:  

Parris says that there could have been poppets in Proctor’s house where no one saw them.  

Proctor retorts that there also could have been a __________________________________, but nobody has seen it.
Pages 106-120
Mary Warren is asked to faint.  Why?
Why can’t she faint?

Abigail attacks!  --by pretending that…

Proctor then “rips away old pretenses” by telling the court that…

He reveals this information to explain Abigail’s motive for…

Now Danforth wants confirmation of Proctor’s story, so having been told that Elizabeth “will never lie” (a truth, up to this point), Danforth will ask her to tell why she ________________________(e)d  Abigail.  When she’s asked the question, Elizabeth is torn.  Why would she tell the truth?  Why would she lie?  

One of many ironies: The first time Elizabeth __________________s, she does so for noble reasons.  

Another irony:  By trying to protect her husband, she ___________________________________________.
At this point, Abigail and the girls work their evil magic on poor Mary Warren, who succumbs to this horrible pressure and calls out _____________________________ for being the Devil’s man.
Act 4  
Pages 121-152

Describe Tituba’s new world view (specifically her view of the devil), and then explain why it came to be so.

Hale has resigned as a member of the court.  So what is he doing back in Salem?

What’s new with sweet little Abigail?

Previously, Hale seemed to feel that truth was the most important thing.  Now, as he talks with prisoners such as Elizabeth, what does he describe as the “most precious” thing?

The conversation between John and Elizabeth Proctor is, in my view, one of the best illustrations of love in literature.  What does each person seem to want, and how does that differ from what each is saying to the other?

How does Giles Corey die?

What are his last words?

Why do Danforth and company want a signed confession; what would they use it for?

