    e.e cummings Questions          Your Name:___________________
“since feeling is first”

What’s first?

What kind of thing is NOT first, probably?  

What’s better than wisdom? __________________________

Do you agree?

What literary movement from the 1800s does this poem remind you of?
“next to of course god america i”

Most of the poem is in quotes.  There’s a character speaking.  What’s the likely setting, and what type of person is the speaker, do you think?

At one point, it’s clear that this poem is satirical: Our narrator speaks of how beautiful what is?
The middle of the poem makes no sense, basically.  The writer does this intentionally.  Explain.
“Buffalo Bill’s”

This poem is satirical.  Mr. cummings did not like Buffalo Bill.  

The poem associates Buffalo Bill with _______________________.

“my sweet old etcetera”
This one is satirical as well.  What is cummings saying with this poem?  (In other words, what’s the theme, or the point?)
Why are the aunt, sister, mother, and father included in the poem—how do they contribute to cummings’ theme?
“plato told”
(First, a little historical fact: Before WW2, the U.S. sold scrap metal to Japan--in the forms of things like old subway trains.  Second, a word fact: Nippon means Japan.)

Whatever it is that he learned, a lot of wise, important people

told him already.  Yet he didn’t learn it.  When did he learn it?

What kind of thing could he have learned?

“i thank You God for most this amazing”

Title:  What’s capitalized, and what isn’t?                 

And the significance of this capitalization decision? 

Explain the last two crazy lines.

Relate this poem to “plato told him.”

“in Just—“

Find four invented words and explain why e.e wrote ‘em that way.

Find some weird use of spacing and explain it.

The poem seems to be from the point of view of what age group?

“Buffalo Bill’s”
This poem is satirical.  Mr. cummings did not like Buffalo Bill.  

The poem associates Buffalo Bill with _______________________.
“pity this monster”

Who’s the monster?
You’ve just written a word invented by e.e. cummings, 

and his word implies that ___________ is not ______________ .

Progress is a    d___________________.  Support that idea:

Yet is progress a   c____________________________ disease.  Support that idea.

Man is big and awesome!  His electron microscope can do what?

Yet he is little, insignificant.

What should we pity, maybe?

But not ____________________________.

Oh, the narrator is a _______________________________!  

(Goes with the disease idea, I guess.)

The last two lines—any thoughts?

