American History
American History is the study of the events, people, and forces which have shaped our nation beginning with the modern era.  As such, this class starts in the late 19th century with the forces of progressivism and imperialism, most notably with the fight for women’s suffrage and the Spanish American War. The course continues with World War I and the fierce debate surrounding American entrance into “The Great War,” as well as President Woodrow Wilson’s progressive ideals. Following WWI we look at the cultural, social, and political aspects of the 1920’s through the great depression and FDR’s efforts to revive the American Economy. Continuing with a historical eye we study WWII, the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights Movement, the Nixon era, 1980’s conservatism, 1990’s political framework, modern terrorism, and the United States in the present world climate.
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Grading:

 This class will be graded using a total point system- each assignment will be given a point value with homework worth 5 points, bell ringers/ exit slips worth 1 point, class work worth 10 points, quizzes worth 50 points and tests (all tests include a written essay)/ projects worth 100 points. If you wish to calculate your grade at any time, divide the number of points you have earned on assignments by the total number of points possible. A large part of the course grade is the 5-7 page thesis paper. The thesis paper spans the entire semester and is a large part of the course grade, equal to two test grades. 

Homework:

Meaningful homework, such as reading assignments from the text with guided reading questions, critical thinking open-ended writing questions or primary source reading materials, is an integral part in the learning process. Therefore, you will be assigned homework nightly. Homework will be checked for completion at the beginning of the class it is due and graded for content each day. If your homework is not complete and handed in at the start of class you will not receive full credit.  Homework will be graded either 5 out of 5 for exemplary work, 3 out 5 for incomplete or subpar work or 0 out of 5 for not attempting the work. Late homework will be accepted only the next class period for 3 out of 5 points, beyond one class period unless in extenuating circumstances, late homework will not be accepted.

Timeliness and Attendance:

You cannot learn without being in class. You are to arrive on time to class and be seated and working on the bell work when the bell rings. If you are absent verified from school (medical note, field trip, family emergency, etc.) you are expected to makeup the class work, notes, and homework from the day(s) you were absent. You are also still responsible for the homework due the day you were absent if you were present when it was assigned. You will have the time allotted per Tolland Handbook policy to make up the work you missed.

 All extra hard copies of handouts, class notes, assignments, etc. are available in the class work storage center in Mrs. Goldman’s classroom. This is your responsibility.  If any student is absent unexcused from class and the absence is due to a class cut the student will receive a detention with Mrs. Goldman to make up the missed work as well as contact home with a parent or guardian.  

Per Tolland High School Student Handbook: 

If a student accumulates 11 or more marks that are counted toward loss of credit in a course, the student does not receive credit for the course, even if he/she has a passing grade (65% or above).  

Course credit marks are accumulated and handled in the following manner: Unverified/ Verified absence: 1 mark

Partial absence (15 minutes or more missed of class): 1 mark

Tardy: unverified/ or verified 5-15 minutes: 1/3 mark

Classroom Sign-out:

If you need to leave the class for any reason (nurse, bathroom, etc.) you must sign out with your name, time, place and sign back in with the time.  As well as write out an accurate pass to be signed by Mrs. Goldman. Passes will only be issued for students with a genuine need to leave the class, as is it a disruption to the learning environment.
Films and Media:

This course studies the modern era of U.S. History, which has been dramatized well in Hollywood. As such there are films associated with about every other unit which I will show in class. Per Tolland Board of Education Policy: “…films and videotapes may only be utilized for showing at the high school level after editing out objectionable segments as deemed appropriate by the high school principal. PG-13 rated films and videotapes may be shown at the high school level.”

Electronics Policy:

Per Tolland High School Student Handbook: Students are not allowed to use or have on their person cellular telephones, communication beepers, iPods, MP3 players, PSP’s or other electronic devices, cameras, picture taking devices including all “look-alikes,” and accessories anywhere on school property (while school is in session) without prior approval from administration.

Staff members who discover a student in possession of one of these devices will confiscate the device and turn it into the main office.  The staff member will report the violation to a school administrator who will contact the parent/guardian.

Interventions:
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If any of the above policies or classroom expectations are violated, a three-tiered system will be used to address the action/ behavior.

Homework:

1 missed homework assignment: Student will conference with Mrs. Goldman during the class period.

2nd missed homework assignment: Same intervention as the first missed homework assignment and contact home to a parent or guardian.

More than 2 missed homework assignments: The interventions mentioned above as well as a homework detention.  

Timeliness:

1 tardy: Student will conference with Mrs. Goldman
2nd tardy: Same intervention as above in addition to contact home to parent or guardian.

Repeated tardiness (3rd+ tardy): For every three tardy marks, student will receive a detention. In addition, per Tolland High School Attendance Policy, 1/3 mark toward loss of credit is accumulated. Upon the 9th and consecutive tardy to class, students will be referred to administration. 

Classroom Disruption:

1st disruption: Student will be spoken to on the side of the classroom or in the hallway.

2nd disruption: Student will be moved to the seats adjacent to the computers. 

3rd or more disruption: The above interventions in addition to a classroom detention, office referral if necessary and contact home to a parent or guardian.

Mrs. Sarah Goldman
Social Studies Teacher

860- 870- 6818 ex. 429

sdagon@tolland.k12.ct.us
​​​​​​​ 
Please detach the last page with signature and return to Mrs. Goldman
- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


____________________________________________________________________________________________
I have read and understood these guidelines and expectations. 

Student Signature and Printed Name

​​​​​___________________________________________________________________________________________
I have read and understood these guidelines and expectations. 

Parent/Guardian Signature and Printed Name

Parent/ Guardian Email Address: 
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