Essay Outline Form




Name:  _______________________

I.  Introductory Paragraph—should attract your readers, should clearly establish your thesis in language which is neither too limiting or overly ambitious in what it attempts to say, identifies the major ideas you will use to prove the validity of your thesis, and expresses your attitude (tone) toward the topic.  Write your thesis statement (the controlling idea of your paper) here:

     List the three main ideas you will discuss in your essay:

     A.

     B.

     C.

Write a sentence that attempts to create a “link” between the three main ideas.  This will be the concluding sentence of your introductory paragraph.

II. Body Paragraph #1 (Must develop your thesis with detailed support, explains Main Idea A.)—Topic Sentence:

A. List three examples which support, prove, amplify your topic sentence

1.

2.

3.

III. Body Paragraph #2 (Must develop your thesis with detailed support, explains

            Main Idea B)—Topic Sentence:

List three (3) examples that support, prove, amplify your topic sentence

1.

2.

3. 

IV  Body Paragraph #3 (Must develop your thesis with detailed support, explains

      Main Idea C)  Topic Sentence:

A.  List three (3) examples that support, prove, amplify your topic sentence.

   1.

   2.

   3.

 V.  Concluding Paragraph-- The conclusion ties up the loose ends of your essay in one or more of the following ways:

· Summarizing your main point and restating  your controlling ideas

· Adding a final dramatic example to confirm the accuracy of your thesis statement

· Employing a carefully chosen quotation or original metaphor/ simile to drive home your point

Explain what strategies and what textual evidence you will use to create an effective concluding paragraph.

A.

B.

C.

VI. Now that you know what your essay is going to be about, “name your child.”  What is the title of your paper?

Essay title:  _____________________________________________________
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