English 2






Name:  _______________________

OTK, pp. 25-34
1. Oedipus has solved the riddle of the Sphinx, and the Sphinx herself has fled Thebes, so what’s the crisis facing the city of Thebes now?

2. What happened to King Laius, Oedipus’ predecessor?  Why is it so important that Oedipus learn more about what happened to him?

3. Describe your first impressions of Oedipus as a leader and as a person.  Use quotes with page numbers or other evidence from the text.
4. On pp. 14-16, Oedipus issues a proclamation in which he describes:

· what will happen to Laius’s murderer if he confesses to the crime  

· what will happen to anyone who reveals the identity of the murderer
· what will happen to anyone who knows who the killer is and fails to say so
· what he will do if the killer happens to be a member of his own household

Describe what is to happen in each of these cases.

5.  Toward the end of his proclamation, Oedipus criticizes the people of Thebes.  For what does he chastise them?

Draw a picture of the type of stage where you would expect to see Oedipus performed.










