English II

HOW CAN YOU STUDY FOR A FINAL EXAM?

REVIEW TIPS FOR STUDYING FOR YOUR ENGLISH EXAM

1.  Organize.  See what handouts and review materials you have for each major unit we’ve studied, and sort them into groups.  Check for  these docunments:

Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Reasoning

          Unit Test outlines

Conflict chart—Antigone


          Unit Tests

Reader’s guides 
 


          Film Watcher’s Guides

Reading quizzes



          Grammar review sheets for: 

Character charts




          Subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
Poetic terms list/ poetry quiz


          agreement, usage, run-ons and 
Vocabulary notes 

                       fragments
Exam Review Sheet





          
Class notes from the board (symbols and themes, methods of characterization and other literary terms, your outline for comparison/ contrast of Friar Lawrence and Juliet’s nurse, reader’s guides for The Miracle Worker, etc.)

For each unit:

· Create a chart or list of characters, focusing on the relationships between them, and how major characters change.  Know their names and personalities.

· Outline the major plot turning points.  Do you know the crisis of each major work?

· Be sure you know how each play or novel ends, and what has been resolved.  This will help you to consider your interpretation of the theme of the story—the big picture!

· If you really don’t remember the stories, scan the endings of scenes or chapters since they often contain the most important information.  You are welcome to borrow the books again. 

2. Review the literary terms and tie-in concepts, especially considering how they relate to the major  units.  For instance, do you know the key symbols in The Miracle Worker and Romeo and Juliet?  What themes do these symbols suggest?

3. Check your mastery of the poetic terms.  Make sure that you would be able to identify them in the context of a sample poem or two.

4. Check your mastery of the vocabulary words, which will appear as multiple choice questions.  If your set of vocabulary notes is complete, use them to your advantage.  If  not, write definitions on the review sheet list, or try flash cards.

5. Look for patterns and connections between the books.  Try a Venn diagram to help you see comparisons to use in your essay.

6. Finally, think about what ideas are most meaningful to you—what do you really want to remember and take away with you from this class?  If you had to write (create) the final exam, what would you include?

Whether you realize it now or not, you have learned so much this semester!  When you’re studying, you’re just reminding yourself of everything you already know.

