English 2  





Name:  _______________________
Current Controversy

     Choose a controversial current event or issue, and research the subject so thoroughly, you become an expert.  Then, organize your research and ideas into a careful outline, which you can use as the basis of a 3-5 minute speech.  The Current Controversy Speech and Speech Outline will be two of your final grades for the quarter.  At the end of the quarter, the objective portion of your final exam will equal 60% of your final exam grade.  Your exam essay will equal 20% of your final exam grade, and the Current Controversy Speech Outline will represent 10% of your final exam grade.  The final 10% of your final exam grade will come from your delivery of the Current Controversy Speech, so this is definitely an assignment to take seriously. 

     No more than two students may choose the same topic, and they must not choose the same angle.

Requirements:

1. Formulate a coherent thesis that takes one side of the issue or controversy.  

2. Locate five (5) possible sources, and then narrow them down to three (3) good, credible, authoritative, and up-to-date sources that you will use for support.

3. Include a minimum of three (3) citations (quotes or direct references taken from your 3 sources) in the final draft of the outline for your speech.

4. Turn in a complete, typed speech outline with an MLA format Works Cited page. Your works cited page should list the three (3) sources you used to develop and complete the final draft of your Current Controversy speech outline. 
5. Attach printouts of your three (3) sources to the final draft of your speech outline and Works Cited page. 

6. Create a visual aid to accompany your speech.

7. Deliver your 3-5 minute speech to the class.

Process:  

      Needless to say, this project will require several different process stages.  We will review research and documentation in class and spend some time in the library.  Students with questions about any part of the speech writing process (especially when it comes to documenting sources correctly) are encouraged to seek help early and repeatedly if necessary.
Deadlines:

1. Possible Source list due: Wednesday, 6/1/11.
2. Final, typed draft of speech outline due upon arrival to class on Friday, 6/10/11.  Late outlines lose 5 points of credit per day late.  Weekend days will be included in the assessment of point deductions.
3. An appropriate visual aid is due for presentation the day you deliver your final exam speech
4. Final exam speech presentations will begin on Tuesday, 6/14.  They will end on Thursday, 6/16.  Speeches not ready for presentation on the day assigned will lose 5 points of credit per day late.  Weekend days will be included in the assessment of point deductions.
Speech Assessment Rubric

Process (15 points)

i.e. Tentative thesis, research questions, reading notes, list of possible sources, finalized sources, rough outline form—The teacher will check off some of these things as we go along.  The final Works Cited Page and copies of “The Final 3” must be attached to the final, typed draft of your speech outline.
Speech Outline (25)
Opening Story— This should pique (inspire) the listener’s interest in your topic.  In your opening story, you could offer up a thought provoking quote or anecdote.  You could also present a brief history of how and why your current controversy became one.  You could also present and begin to refute the opposing viewpoint.  Think creatively, and say something that will get you into the heart of your speech comfortably!

Clear thesis statement

Reason #1 with support from one (1) of your three (3) sources

Reason #2 with support from one (1) of your three (3) sources

Reason #3 with support from one (1) of your three (3) sources

Closing Story/ Conclusion—Find some way to restate your thesis in different words, than you did in the opening story, and remind us of the supporting points we should keep in mind as we decide whether or not to agree with you.

Minimum of three (3) credible sources (10)

Minimum of three (3) citations (10)

Speech (25)

Visual Aid (10)

Overall quality and effort (5)

*Please note that your speech outline will not earn a passing grade of 65 or above if its works cited page and/ or parenthetical citations are missing.  This is because you are enrolled in a college preparatory course, and in the world of college level research, research papers without appropriate documentation are assumed to have been be plagiarized.  The students who present them for grading are then disciplined accordingly.*
